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Personal interest and academic requirements in prenatal 
and perinatal psychology and health (PPN) meant reading 

Yes, Dr. Eichhorn is my mom.

Two of her colleagues, Mary Jane Maguire-Fong and 
Marsha Peralta, recently published, Infant and Toddler 
Development: From Conception to Age 3. What Babies 
Ask of Us.

I felt honored by their nod to my mom—she has been, 
and at age 89 continues to be, inspirational.

Studies have, in fact, supported my mom’s and others’ 
points-of-view when it comes to fetal sentience and 
abilities online at birth.
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transition. 

As Lally notes, this book “ . . . clearly and purposefully 
communicates, in direct and easily understandable 
language

Maguire-Fong and Peralta hope that the book serves 
as a guide in making meaningful sense of infants’ 
development

Although both authors have extensive backgrounds 
 their foundational 

According to Lally, the research cited and interpreted 
in chapters 5 – 11 clearly illustrates how infant 
development progresses

“There is no such thing as a baby . . .  A baby 
cannot exist alone, but it is essentially part of a 

relationship”
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Maguire-Fong and 
Peralta organized the 
book into four parts to 
answer two primary 
questions:

Each chapter tells a story of what 
researchers are learning about infants 

(

In terms of the actual structure and 
layout of the book, there are extensive 
photos, graphics, charts, and other aids 

is emotionally meeting the demands of 

Chapter 1 begins before Part 1 
(there are four parts, 13 Chapters). 

An Overview

       Part 1 focuses on development, 
conception through birth. 
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“What do babies 



and 

Part 2 covers Newborns and Responsive Care. 

system and its role in 

to the authors, the care 

Part 3 is focused on 
Babies Making Meaning. 

and large muscles, including 
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“We speak with more than our mouths. We listen with more than our ears” 

When people ask me about my writing life

As did the chapter on the biological use of play.

Part Four: Widening the Lens

Within several email correspondences regarding the book, Peralta noted that it 
is not all-inclusive, that it was meant to be an overview, an introduction. 

 appreciated her reference to Winnicott’s “good enough mother”.
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“ ‘Good enough,’ in Winnicott’s view, is a mother who is positively 
preoccupied with her child,

This book is clearly “good enough”. 

Mary Jane Maguire-Fong 

Marsha Peralta 
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